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Welcome to the up-close intricacies of our natural world! With thought-provoking glimpses into the myriad mysteries within nature, photographer Jack Holmes and painter Laurie Simko delight us with stunning imagery. From disparate backgrounds and points of view these two accomplished artists present their uniquely intimate visions of the natural world in Natural Selection, this November at the Loading Dock Gallery in Lowell. The works are drawn from such organic environments as streams, marshes, bogs and woods and will surprise the viewer with their inherent sophistication and elegance.
A former graphic designer and now full-time oil painter, Simko’s rich style evokes a world teeming with energy and motion. She says, “My paintings celebrate the swirl and flow of the lush life around us.” She depicts rhythms of vibrant color, textures and random shapes that she has discovered in her explorations of the world around her. These real yet abstract elements give Simko focus, meaning and understanding of our interconnected planet.
Holmes was trained as a scientist before becoming a photographer and artist. He credits his years sharing space with painters for his artistic and expressive use of photography. “My work evolved from merely detail capture to the creation of photographs that resonate with a feeling of the place or emotion,” Holmes says. It is this emotive power that draws him to his subjects. Holmes invites the viewer to look over his shoulder and share the emotions he experiences.
The juxtaposition of Simko’s and Holmes’ works underscores a common thread of artistic vision and sensibility that goes beyond the artists’ chosen medium. We are left with an appreciation of the expressive powers of both paint and photography, and of the individual perspectives that give them force.
Natural Selection will run from November 4 through November 29 at the Loading Dock Gallery at Western Avenue Studios, Lowell MA, with an opening reception on Saturday, November 7, from 5 to 7 pm. The Loading Dock Gallery is open Wednesday through Saturday, 12 noon to 5:30 pm and Sunday 12 noon to 4 pm.  For more information, call 978-656-1687 or visit theloadingdockgallery.com.

