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Paint can be transformed in a multitude of ways, at the hands of different artists. This is abundantly apparent in An Unlikely Confluence, an exhibition by painters Michele Boll and Nan Hockenbury. While their work is remarkably dissimilar, they share a common commitment to an honesty of vision and a strong personal point of view.


Boll’s masterful acrylic paintings are emotional representations of the world, rendered in a realistic style. You might see an everyday street corner, a passing train, a decayed dock or an urban skyline. But the way she captures light is the outstanding characteristic in all of Boll’s paintings. “I am most interested in the way light creates mood,” Boll says, “often in places, and on objects usually overlooked. It is a revelation. Often the scenes I paint are empty. Regardless of whether or not a figure is present, the human presence is always felt.”


Hockenbury’s bold and colorful abstract paintings are expressive narratives -- creation stories that feature powerful goddesses. “Goddess stories incorporate invention, nature and life, as opposed to male narratives based on violence, battle and destruction,” Hockenbury says. “They are the most common form of myth, passed orally from generation to generation and found in every culture throughout the globe.” To tell her stories, she uses acrylic, oil, pastel, oil bar, and any drawing or painting medium, on both paper and  canvas. 


Both Hockenbury and Boll are well-educated artists who studied at the School of the Museum of Fine Arts and hold Masters degrees. While Boll lives in Billerica and Hockenbury in Lynnfield, both maintain studios at Western Avenue Studios in Lowell.

An Unlikely Confluence runs from May 4-29 at the Loading Dock Gallery at Western Avenue Studios, Lowell MA, with an opening reception on Saturday, May 7th from 5 to 7 pm, immediately following First Saturday Open Studios. The Loading Dock Gallery, a part of Loading Dock Arts, is open Wednesday through Saturday, 12 noon to 5:30 pm and Sunday 12 noon to 4 pm. For more information, call 978-656-1687 or visit theloadingdockgallery.com.

# # #
Paint in one artist’s hands can look totally different from paint in another artist’s.

The same medium with totally different results. 

There may be as many different kinds of painting as there are painters.


